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What great and master man is this
Who In the world hath come P
His mother I wot did never amiss3
And that now marvailes me.

He is a man from foot to crown,
Gotten without corruption;
Nor knew I ever one before
So clean of conversation.

Among the sinful sin doth He none,

And purer He than any one;

He seems to be of blood and bone.

And wiser than ever man was.

Avarice none nor Envy

In Him could I espy;

He hath no gold in treasury,

Nor tempted is by sight.

Pride hath He none nor Gluttony,

Nor liking He of Lechery :

His mouth I never heard to lie,

Neither-by day nor night.

My Highness aye He putteth behind

For in Him fault I none can find;

If He be God in mannes kind,

My craft then fully fails.

It does fail. The episode of the temptation is simply
and beautifully given in a lengthy, but forcible and
dramatic scene; Satan is duly routed as in the New
Testament story, and then enters the "Expositor."
He resembles the chorus of the classical plays, explains
the points of the story to those who may have missed
them, and preaches his sermon on the three sins
which proved deadly to Adam, but which Christ re-
pelled.